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Community   
     Connection 

 Canal Winchester Will Soon Reach City Status 

Since its establishment in 1811, the  
Village of Canal Winchester has always 
seen change occur with time. Many 
residents have memories of the village 
before some businesses moved in,  
others before Gender Road became as 
developed as it is today and some  
remember the village with a smaller 
population.  After the official U.S.  
census in 2010, the Village of Canal 
Winchester is expected to make its 
next change, becoming the City of  
Canal Winchester. 
 
In order for a village to become a city, 
the population must reach over five 
thousand residents. While Canal  
Winchester reached the five thousand 
population mark a few years ago, it 
�Z�R�Q�¶�W���E�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���F�L�W�\-status until 
after the next U.S. census in 2010.  
 
The State of Ohio has set some  
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���D���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q��
into a city that Canal Winchester will 
have to follow. One of those  
requirements is having a Civil Service 
Commission in place.   
 
�³�2�Q�F�H���D���&�L�Y�L�O���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V��
established, committee members will 
then set rules and guidelines on how 
employment issues such as hiring and 
�S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�D�Q�G�O�H�G���´���V�D�L�G���)�L��
nance Director Nanisa Osborn.  
 
Other changes include either having a 
city health department or contracting 
out for one, being responsible for the 
cost of upkeep for state routes and U.S. 
highways within the city limits and 

giving city employees the option to 
participate in a collective bargaining 
unit.  
 
Even with these changes, most things 
will remain the same. The way the  
government operates will not be  
affected by the status change. In Ohio, 
municipalities can either become one 
of two kinds of cities, a statutory city 
without a charter or a charter city.  
Although the official status change 
�Z�R�Q�¶�W���R�F�F�X�U���X�Q�W�L�O���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���F�H�Q�V�X�V�����W�K�H��
village prepared and planned on the 
eventual change to a city with the  
passing of a charter in 1996. Canal 
Winchester residents voted to approve 
Charter Community status, which will 
allow the government to operate (aside 
from the state mandated changes) the 
same way as it does today.  
 
With a change to a city just around the 

corner, you may be wondering what 

affect the new status and the  

previously mentioned changes will 

have on the community feel of the  

village. According to Osborn, Canal 

Winchester will keep the small town 

�D�S�S�H�D�O�����³�7�K�H���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�D�W���P�R�V�W��
residence will notice will be in the way 

�&�D�Q�D�O���:�L�Q�F�K�H�V�W�H�U���L�V���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���´���V�D�L�G��
Osborn. While the official title of Canal 

Winchester may be changing, and with 

it, a few state mandated requirements, 

the City of Canal Winchester will still 

feel much like the Village of Canal 

Winchester does today.  


