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Village of Canal Winchester, Summer 2008 

Community   
     Connection 

West Columbus Street Reconstruction Project 

Thanks to financial assistance from 
the Ohio Public Works Commission, 
the Village of Canal Winchester has 
completed Phase I of the reconstruc-
tion of W. Columbus Street, with 
Phase II expected to be complete in 
early October. Prior to the project, 
residents were surveyed to address 
�W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�H�W�¶�V���F�X�U��
rent traffic flow, with the majority of 
comments centering on safety, saving 
trees and street lighting.  In response 
to this feedback, the village took a 
novel approach for the reconstruction 
of W. Columbus Street based on an 
�L�G�H�D���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���6�W�U�H�H�W��
Tree Advisory Board (STAB). 
 
�³�:�H���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�L�V��
�X�Q�L�T�X�H���U�R�D�G�Z�D�\���´���V�D�L�G���0�D�\�R�U���0�L�F�K�D�H�O��
�(�E�H�U�W�����³�7�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�Q�G���D�H�V��
thetic implications of this street are 
tremendous and we hope everyone in 
Canal Winchester will take pride in 
�W�K�H���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���´ 
 
Environmental, traffic and pedestrian 
safety issues were a high priority 
when planning the improvement of 
W. Columbus Street. The primary 
goals of the project were to replace the 
deteriorated roadway and sidewalks, 
improve drainage and traffic safety 
and enhance street lighting. These 
improvements were made while still 
protecting several large diameter trees 
along the roadway that Canal Win-
�F�K�H�V�W�H�U�¶�V���8�U�E�D�Q���)�R�U�H�V�W�H�U���D�Q�G���6�7�$�%��
identified as desirable to maintain.  
 

To protect the environment in the 
surrounding neighborhood, the vil-
lage chose to use a pervious concrete 
pavement on the street-side parking 
areas. Pervious concrete dramatically 
reduces runoff and flooding issues by 
allowing storm water to filter through 
the concrete surface and stone re-
charge layer prior to entering drain-
age systems and surrounding water 
sources. The village also kept many of 
the large diameter trees in tact along 
the street, whereas in a typical recon-
struction project all of the surround-
ing trees would have been destroyed.  
 
�³�7�K�H���S�H�U�Y�L�R�X�V���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H���Z�L�O�O���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H��
drainage, reduce flooding and im-
prove the condition of the surround-
�L�Q�J���W�U�H�H�V���R�Y�H�U���W�L�P�H���´���V�D�L�G���.�H�Q���&�D�X�E��
ble, president and executive director 
�R�I���W�K�H���2�K�L�R���&�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�����³�,�W���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H��
only streets of its kind in the Mid-
�Z�H�V�W���´�� 
 
Enhancements made to West Colum-
bus Street include: 

On-street, bump out parking 
areas on both sides of the 
street, each consisting of 7 
feet of colored pervious con-
crete 

A reconstructed 21-foot paved 
roadway 

New traffic and pedestrian 
signals 

Decorative streetlights 

New sidewalks 

Additional roadway drainage  


