
 

 

  

       INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
 

         Canal Winchester Development ééé.1 

         Mayorôs Message ...éééé..ééé...2 

         Development  (continued) ééééé..2 

         Ordinances ééééééé... ééé..3 

         Interurban Marker éééé. é..éé...3 

         Summer Events ééééééééé...4 

         Summer Events (continued) ééééé5 

         Did You Know éééééééééé5 

         Dates to Remember é é.ééééé...5 

         Cook Legacy éééééééééé...6 

         Arbor Dayéééééééééééé6 

         Water Shut Offéééééééééé.7 

         Tree Give Awayééééééééé...7 

         AK Athleticééééééééééé..7 

         Village Contacts ééééééééé..8 

 

 

 

 

Village of Canal Winchester, Summer 2010 

Community   
     Connection 

 Developing Canal Winchester 

Like other communities, Canal  
Winchester relies on new and  
existing businesses to help support 
our schools, city services and more 
through tax revenues, jobs and  
essential services. Attracting new 
businesses remains crucial to the 
vitality of Canal Winchester and 
several organizations work together 
to make it happen. Much of this 
work is done well in advance of a 
company opening its door for  
business. Hereôs a look behind the 
scenes at what goes into bringing a 
new company to Canal Winchester.   
 

 ñWe want small businesses that 
mesh with the people, environment 
and feel of our village,ò shared  
Development Director Chris 
Strayer, explaining how the village 
targets specific businesses and  
industries. ñCanal Winchester is a 
great place for businesses and itôs 
our job to let them know that.ò  
 

Strayer has gone around the country 
reaching out to companies that meet 
specific criteria. For example, the 
village looks for companies that  
provide jobs that match the skills of 
Canal Winchesterôs workforce and 
that wonôt cause too much  
congestion, noise disruption or 
harm the environment. The village 
also works to attract a diverse set of 
businesses so that the village isnôt 

too reliant on one specific industry. 
This helps to keep Canal Winchester 
safe in the event that a particular 
industry falls on tough times.  
 

With the industrial park providing 
great land and opportunity for 
growth, a lot of the villageôs recent 
focus has been on attracting light 
industrial companies such as A.K. 
Athletic and Cook Legacy to Canal 
Winchester. These companies fit 
well with the overall development 
strategy for the village and  
exemplify some of the diversity 
within the industrial park. You can 
learn more about Cook Legacy and 
A.K. Athletic in the business  
highlights weôll be sharing inside 
this newsletter. Other types of  
businesses weôre targeting include 
sit down dining, upscale shopping 
and professional and medical  
offices. 
 

Village employees arenôt the only 
ones hard at work improving the 
business climate around Canal  
Winchester. Main Street Canal  
Winchester, the Canal Winchester 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Gender Road Business Alliance as 
well as several regional  
organizations support business  
development around Canal  
Winchester.  
 

  Continued on page 2 
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Helloé From the Mayor 

A slow economy and a blustery winter 
may have put a damper on develop-
ment in several communities, but here 
in Canal Winchester we enjoyed a  
fruitful spring. The Diley Ridge Medical 
Center opened its doors in mid March 
and is now serving the area through its 
full service emergency center and 
46,000 square-foot medical office 
building. Canal Winchesterôs skate park 
also opened in March to a crowd of 
anxious skaters. This group has already 
logged many hours enjoying the ramps 
and obstacles the new park offers.  
 

Requests for residential and  
commercial building permits were up 
during the first quarter of 2010,  
hopefully showing a sign of economic 
turnaround. While I remain cautiously 
optimistic that we are on the road to 
financial recovery, we will continue to 
pay close attention to revenue and  
expenditures. You may have noticed 
that we have less seasonal staff helping 
to maintain our community this year, a 
direct result of necessary cuts to this 
yearôs budget to keep us in a positive 
financial standing. As we now have less 
hands to do many of the extras  
residents have grown accustom to, I ask 
that as a citizen you do your part by 
helping to keep our community looking 
its best. 
 

Speaking of maintaining the  
community, Iôm happy to report that 
Canal Winchester was named a Tree 
City USA® community for the 17 th  

consecutive year. We have more than 
20 percent tree canopy coverage in the 
village, with the goal of 25 percent in 
the future. These trees in bloom and the 
hanging flower baskets around town 
are always a clear indication to me that 
summer is arriving. Iôve also begun to 
see another telltale sign of summer: 
construction.  
 

Many of the road improvements  
outlined in our 2010 Street Program 
are already underway. The 2010 Street 
Program includes updates on Old Creek 
Road between Dietz Drive and Gender 
Road, E. Hocking Street between High 
Street and the Fairfield County line, 
Washington Street between W.  
Waterloo Street and the Walnut Creek 
bridge, section 3 of the Villages at 
Westchester (Fox Hill Drive,  
Hemmingford Drive, Braeswick Court, 
Eddelston Court and Stretton Place), 
and section 2 of Winchester Village 

(Sarwil Drive N., Chesterville Court and 
Windward Court).  
 

More information about the 2010 
Street Program, including details on 
road closures and dates, can be found 
on the villageôs website. In addition to 
the villageôs 2010 Street Program, the 
Ohio Department of Transportation has 
started minor pavement repairs and 
resurfacing of Gender Road from the 
overpass at State Route 33 to Lithopolis 
Road. This project is expected to be 
complete this summer, with traffic 
maintained in both directions  
throughout the improvement process.  
 

Along with construction, summer also 
brings attention to ordinances such as 
the villageôs leash law, in place to help 
keep residents safe. More information 
about this and other ordinances can be 
found in the article on page 3.  Please  
review this carefully to make sure you 
are not unintentionally violating one of 
these laws. 
 

Itôs sure to be another fun and  
interesting summer in Canal  
Winchester. I hope youôll take the time 
to enjoy it with me!  
 

Sincerely, 

Michael Ebert  
Mayor 

Developing Canal Winchester (continued from cover) 

The Canal Winchester Chamber of 
Commerce is an organization of civic
-minded professionals that keeps the 
diverse businesses around town  
networked to the community. This 
group also advocates for local  
business interests and promotes a 
strong business environment. Main 
Street Canal Winchester, part of 
Heritage Ohio, helps maintain the 

vitality of Canal Winchesterôs  
downtown, aiding in the  
rehabilitation of buildings and  
supporting several special events in 
the area. The Gender Road Business 
Alliance focuses on the Gender Road 
area, also sponsoring events and  
promoting the offerings of this  
business district to neighboring  
areas.  

With so many people and  

organizations aiding in the  

development of our village, weôre 

sure to keep finding ways to grow 

responsibly. Weôre not just ñbusiness 

as usualò here in Canal Winchester! 
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An ordinance is a law passed by a  
municipal government. As our  
municipalityôs legislative body, Canal 
Winchesterôs Village Council has the 
authority to create ordinances for the 
Village of Canal Winchester. While 
within the villageôs corporation limits, 
the public is required to follow the  
ordinances passed by our Village  
Council. 
 
Mayor Ebertôs message briefly  
mentioned Canal Winchesterôs leash law 
(ordinance 505.01), which requires dog 
owners to keep their pet leashed  
whenever it is not confined to the 
ownerôs property. The village often  
receives complaints about violations of 
this ordinance from residents as well as 
other ordinances that have to do with 
pets. As a pet owner, it is your  
responsibility to make sure you are  
following all pet -related ordinances set 
forth by Village Council.  

In addition to ordinance violations  
commonly reported by residents, there 
are several ordinances that can cause 
damage to village property and the  
environment  or hamper village  
operations when violated, including:  

Dumping construction and  
landscaping material of any kind 
into the roadway. This includes 
soil, mulch, aggregate, pavers and 
other materials.  

Placing or storing moving PODS 
and storage containers in the right-
of-way, which includes sidewalks 
and driveway approaches. 

Flushing inappropriate items into 
the sanitary sewer system.  This 
includes prescription drugs, which 
can pollute rivers and streams, and 
ñflushable wipes,ò which can clog 
pipes.  

Securing signs and advertisements 
to village stop signs, street light 
poles and warning signs, which 

often causes damage to these  
fixtures when removed. 

Blocking manhole covers, which 
restricts access for village staff who 
may need to access village systems 
through these entry points.  

Allowing grass clippings to blow 
into street gutters and flow into 
storm sewers. This presents a  
potential blockage problem, which 
could result in street flooding.  

 
Violation of a village ordinance may be a 
first, second, third, fourth degree or  
minor misdemeanor. If you believe 
someone is in violation of an ordinance, 
you may contact the villageôs Sheriffôs 
office at 614-837-7478 to have it  
enforced. The entire book of codified 
ordinances for the village may be viewed 
in person at 36 S. High Street or  online 
at http://www.conwaygreene.com/
CanalWinchester.htm. 
 

Ohio Historical Marker Dedicated at Canal Winchesterôs Interurban Depot 

A Glance at Some Commonly Violated Ordinances 

On May 21, the Interurban Depot in 
downtown Canal Winchester was  
recognized by the Ohio Historical  
Society and honored with a historical 
marker. These markers are not  
uncommon around the Village of Canal 
Winchester, but the story behind this 
particular marker may be more unique 
than you think.  
 
Members of the community, media and 
village staff joined representatives from 
the Ohio Historical Society, Main Street 
Canal Winchester, Scioto Valley  
Traction Company and special guest 

speakers George William Boving and 
Dorothy Boving Hockman in celebration 
for the unveiling of this Historical 
Marker. Remarks were made about the 
history of the marker program, the  
significance of the Interurban station 
and the restoration and future use of the 
building. During the event the Bovings, 
child passengers from the last run, also 
recalled their experience on the train 
and shared memories from their  
adventure  80 years ago.  
 
The Interurban Depot was a passenger 
and freight train terminal constructed 
by the Scioto Valley Traction Company 
in 1905. This electric railway linked  
Canal Winchester with neighboring  
municipalities in central Ohio and was 
commonly known as ñThe Interurban.ò 
Before improved roads and affordable 
automobiles rendered this system  
obsolete, trains could transport  
passengers as far north as Columbus 
and as far southwest as Chillicothe.  
Interurban trolley cars were not only 
convenient, but quick. Direct current 

from the ñthird railò provided power to 
the train and allowed the car to reach 
speeds of up to 60 miles per hour.   
The Village of Canal Winchester  
purchased the building from the South 
Central Power Company in 2002, when 
their offices were vacated. This was done 
with hopes of pursuing a ñhistoric  
rehabilitationò in order to bring the 
building back to use for the residents of 
Canal Winchester. Phase I, restoration 
of the exterior, is complete and will be 
followed by a renovation of the interior 
sometime in the future. The restored 
Interurban Depot is eventually expected 
to house public conference space.    

http://www.conwaygreene.com/CanalWinchester.htm
http://www.conwaygreene.com/CanalWinchester.htm

